Metabolic activation of quercetin mutagenicity.
The mutagenicity of quercetin was reinvestigated using the Salmonella/microsome test. The mutagenicity of quercetin was enhanced by the cytosolic fraction of liver extract (S100), or by ascorbate, and even more by the complete liver supernatant (S9) in the presence of cofactors (NADP and glucose-6-phosphate). The formation of metabolites by the S9 enzymes was demonstrated by reverse-phase HPLC.